Preputial diverticulum dilation in a Goettingen minipig.
Preputial dilation is an infrequently reported condition in pigs. The pathophysiology and etiology is unclear. Causes for diverticulum dilation are proposed to be chronic preputial diverticulitis with subsequent fibrosis of the preputial cavity, phimosis of the preputial orifice or the preputial diverticulum, but the large majority of cases are reportedly idiopathic in nature. Surgical interventions include ablative procedures, but many cases are not treated because of an assumed lack of clinical relevance in pigs not used for breeding. We report a case of progressive preputial dilation that recurred after surgical intervention. Histopathological examination revealed no primary inflammatory condition, contrary to literature suggesting a role for inflammatory mediators in pathogenesis. Phimosis of the preputial orifice was noted post mortem and might be a contributing factor. These findings partially contradict the current assumptions in regards to pathophysiology and treatment choices in the literature and warrant further investigation into alternative therapeutic interventions for this condition.